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VARELA
All about

Felix Varela Senior High School (FVSH) was the first high school in Miami-Dade County to open its doors in the 21  century in
August of 2000.Staffed with over 77 instructional and 45 non-instructional professionals, this state-of-the art facility houses
1500 students in grades nine through twelve on 39 acres. June of 2026, the graduating class consisted of 470 seniors of which
55% attended a public or private community or junior college, 35% attended a 4-year public or private university and 10%
attended a technical school or a military branch. This year’s graduating class, the class of 2027, presently consists of 453
students. 
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Class of 2025-26 Scholarships received by Students: Approximately $ 9.5 million
Florida Academic Scholars: 20 
Florida Medallion Scholars: 43
Two Stamps Family Scholarships
AP Capstone Diploma  Recipients: Ten
Graduation rate: 100% 

OUR FACILITIES
FVSH PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH A STATE-OF-THE-ART LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, EXPANSIVE
FACILITIES, INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY, AND A FLEXIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL SCHEDULE DESIGNED TO
SUPPORT A WIDE RANGE OF ACADEMIC, CAREER, ATHLETIC, AND EXTRACURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES.
  
Originally designed for 2600 students, FVSH contains
290,000 square feet of classroom, office, and
computer lab space. The school has six tennis courts;
football, baseball, and softball fields; four handball
courts; six basketball courts; and outdoor track.The
Viper sports complex includes an indoor gymnasium,
weight training facilities, and locker rooms. A
theater/auditorium complex, which seats 827, often
hosts various school and community programs. Our
Veterinary Assisting Program is supported by
dedicated, hands-on learning facilities, including a barn,
clinic practice space, and kennels. These spaces allow
students to gain real-world experience in animal care
and veterinary practices in an authentic learning
environment.

 Technology abounds at FVSH; it is in essence a “paperless
school” with the staff, students, and parents connected via
various programs such as Microsoft Outlook, Scoir, Google
Classroom and ParentLink. In conjunction with a state-of-
the art facility and 21st century technology, FVSH offers
students a unique and rigorous curriculum in an innovative
educational plan specifically designed to fit each student’s
needs and goals. 

To facilitate teacher and learning, FVSH operates on an
alternation block schedule with students attending four 90-
minute periods daily.On A days, students attend periods 1,
3, 5 and 7. On B days, students attend periods 2, 4, 6, and 8.
The block schedule allows greater exploration and design of
subject matter, hands-on simulations, and flexibility in
meeting individual student learning styles.    
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FVSH
Community at

OUR STUDENTS

Felix Varela Senior High School
serves the students and families of
the West Kendall community.The
community is predominantly
Hispanic, with families who have
immigrated to Miami from
countries throughout the
Caribbean and South America. The
community represents a wide
range of ethnic and socioeconomic
backgrounds, with ties to more
than 59 countries. The ethnic
breakdown of the student
population is 91.7% Hispanic, 4.2%
White non-Hispanic, 2.3% Black
non-Hispanic, 1.4% Asian and 0.4 %
Multi-Racial. 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND
ATHLETICS

FVSH has an active student government,
more than 40 interest clubs/honors
societies/service clubs and yearbook. The
school also has a junior varsity and varsity
athletic program.  



Letter Grades Grade Points
Bonus Points

Honors Advanced
Placement

90-100 = A 4 1 2

80-89 = B 3 1 2

70-79 = C 2 1 1

60-69 = D 1 0 0

0-59 = F 0 0 0

THE FOLLOWING IS THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOL GRADING SYSTEM:

GRADING
SYSTEM →

RANK

Miami-Dade County Public Schools eliminated class rank and utilizes
percentile to rank students.   



Honor Courses Advanced Placement Courses

English I, II, III, IV 2-D Art

Journalism VI, VII, VIII American Govt.

Algebra II Art History

Geometry Biology

Probability & Statistics Calculus AB + BC

Math for Data & Fin Lit Capstone Research

Biology Capstone Seminar

Physical Science Chemistry

Chemistry Computer Science Principles

Anatomy & Physiology Drawing

American History English Language & Composition

Economics with Fin Literacy/American English Lit & Composition

World History Environmental Science

Dance Tech III, IV Human Geography

Dance Repertory III Macroeconomics

Dance Repertory IV Pre-Calculus

Dance Choreography II Psychology

Portfolio I Development Spanish Language

Theatre IV Spanish Literature

Technical Theatre Design & Production IV Statistics

Portfolio II-Dimensional Design US History

Experimental Science 2 World History: Modern

Anthropology Dual Enrollment

Sociology Psychology of Personal Effectiveness

Philosophy Honors Preparing for Student Success

World Religion Philosophy Human Growth & Development

Becoming Your Personal Best

Recreation & Sports Management

  
Students attending Felix Varela Senior High
School have the unique opportunity to
pursue challenging academic coursework
as well as be able to select from 5 Magnet
Programs that include Global Studies,
Veterinary Science, Artificial Intelligence,
Apple Coding and iPrep. FVSH offers
Advanced Placement, honors, and regular
classes in English, Science, Mathematics,
Foreign Language, Dance, Art, and Social
Studies. In addition, many students are
enrolled in shared-time programs such as
George T. Baker Aviation School.
Academies such as Video Game
Development, Sports Management, Visual
& Performing Arts, Teaching, and AP
Capstone are also accessible to our
student population. 

Furthermore, Felix Varela Senior High
School offers On-the-Job Training (OJT)
and Diversified Career Technology (DCT)
opportunities, allowing eligible students to
gain valuable real-world work experience
while completing their high school
education. Through these programs,
students have the opportunity to work in
the community during the school day rather
than remaining on campus for the entire
school day. OJT/DCT provides students
with hands-on career experiences, helping
them develop workplace skills, explore
potential career pathways, and make
meaningful connections between their
academic learning and future employment
opportunities.

CURRICULUM
AND
INSTRUCTIONAL
DESIGN
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